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Endangered Species
Bill Becomes Law
The Endangered Species bill, introduced originally in the House of Representatives by Congressman John D.
Dingell of Michigan, passed the Senate
in amended form in early Novmber
and was signed by President Nixon on
November 21, 1969.
The new law is a victory for conservation and wildlife organizations as well
as humane societies and humanitariap.s
who fought hard for its enactment. The
law will protect rare animals throughout
the world from capture and cruel death
and will thus eliminate a great deal of
suffering in this area of animal welfare.
Letters from HSUS members and
friends throughout the country have
played an important part in winning
this humane victory.
Related measures are being considered
in some areas. New York, for example,
now bans the sale of articles made of
alligator skin.

The HSUS Annuity Plan normally
returns to an investor a higher net
income after taxes than can be obtained through securities or other
investments. There is, too, the satisfaction of knowing that the investment will continue to work for
suffering animals after the investor
is deceased. Write today to The
HSUS for an analysis of the benefits obtainable through the Annuity
Plan. in your own particular case.
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Introduction of New Legislation
Stirs Optimism and Confidence in
Fight for Lab Animal Protection
Two new bills, introduced in Congress in recent months, are stirring
new optimism and confidence that the campaign to help suffering laboratory animals through remedial federal legislation will be successfuL
The bills are considered by The HSUS and other national humane
organizations as clear evidence that public and Congressional concern for
the tragic plight of research animals is growing. The new development
is seen as a product of the humane movement's education of the public
to cruelty in laboratories and pressure by humanitarians and humane
The purpose of this bill is to assure
societies upon Congress to take steps humane treatment of animals used in

to end abuse and misuse of animals in
biomedical research.
Congressman G. William Whitehurst
introduced the first of these recent bills,
H.R. 13957, which was referred to the
House of Representatives Committee on
Agriculture. Basically, this proposal
would expand the present, inadequate
coverage of laboratories and animals by
Public Law 89-544 (the so-called petnapping law) to include all warmblooded animals during their entire stay
in the research facility. The bill also
purports to extend the scope of Public
Law 89-544 to roadside zoos, circuses,
county and state fairs, pet shops, and
similar establishments.
Senator Stephen Young of Ohio, who
has introduced humane legislation in the
past, introduced the second bill, S. 3221,
which is now pending before the Senate
Commerce Committee.

research experiments and ensure that
such experiments are absolutely essential
and that the animals are subjected to a
minimum of pain and suffering.
HSUS officials feel that both bills are
reasonably good and that, if either one
were enacted by Congress, much cruelty
and suffering would be stopped in biomedical research activities.
The Society believes, however,
that the Rogers-Javits bill, which is
also before Congress, is the strongest and most comprehensive of laboratory animal measures introduced so far.
HSUS Director Oliver Evans, whose
work and study of laboratory animal
leaislation
and the political climate on
b
•
Capitol -Jl~ has been very extensive,
said recently that the time is long past

(Continued on page 2)

Television Documentary Sparks
Effort to Save Alaskan Wolves
Threatened by Bounty Hunters
A campaign is underway to save the
wolves of Alaska, largely as a result
of MGM's excellent documentary, "The
Wolf Men," which was telecast on November 18, 1969, on NBC stations.
The HSUS distributed a special bulletin before the telecast informing humane
societies of the date and time and asking
that as many humanitarians as possible
see the program and write letters of encouragement to NBC.
The television program helped destroy
many of the myths surrounding the
much maligned and imperiled wolf. It
created sympathy and emphasized that
the species is near extinction. Scenes
of the hunting of wolves by plane in
Alaska and disclosure of a $50 bounty
on each animal drew protests from
viewers across the country.
The HSUS has urged Governor Keith
Miller to remove the $50 bounty on
wolves and ban hunting by airplane.
The Society also protested strongly to
Alaska Congressmen and Secretary of
the Interior Walter J. Hickel, former
Governor of the state. Many other
organizations and individuals have taken
similar action.
A number of Alaska legislators have
agreed that hunting by airplane and the
bounty must be stopped to preserve the

species. At least one legislator has
promised to introduce remedial legislation in the coming session of the state
legislature.
In another development, Congressmen
John P. Saylor of Pennsylvania and
David Obey of Wisconsin have introduced in the U.S. Congress a bill to stop
the hunting of wildlife by airplane. The
HSUS is supporting this bill, H.R. 15188,
which is currently before the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee.

Spot Announcement for
Kindness Club Planned
The National Humane Education Center, in cooperation with The HSUS, is
producing a 30-second spot announcement for television that is aimed at increasing membership in The Kindness
Club.
The color film will star Roger Caras,
noted author, lecturer, conservationist,
and television personality. It will be
distributed initially to more than 300
television stations across the country. It
is expected to he used frequently as part
of each station's public service program.
The spot announcement is the first of
a series that will be produced for The
Kindness Club.

The old myth
that wolves are
vicious is now
exploded. They
have been
found to he
loyal and
friendly. One
of the maligned
animals, the
wolf has been
hunted to near
extinction. His
fight for survival is now
gaining.

Lab Animal Campaign
Gains Momentum With
Two New Proposals
(Continued from page 1)
when humanitarians and humane societies should be squabbling over individual laboratory animal bills. He said
that this division of support within the
humane movement was merely giving
Congress an excuse not to give serious
consideration to passage of an effective
law.
'"The humane movement may
not he able to unite behind a specific hill," Evans commented, '"hut
it can unite in a massive campaign
to persuade Congress to hold public
hearings on the laboratory hills
now before it. Public hearings are
the means by which we can expose
abuses to animals used in laboratories and thus generate enough
public sympathy and support to
ensure enactment of a good remedial law. It is the plateau we must
reach before any hill is enacted,
whether it he the Rogers-Javits, the
Whitehurst, or the Young hill."
The HSUS urges that all who are concerned with the suffering of research
animals write their U.S. Representatives
and Senators in support of the bill of
their choice but urging specifically that
public hearings be held soon. Similar
letters should be written to the Chairmen of the Congressional Committees
considering the legislation. These Chairmen and their Committees are listed
elsewhere in this News for the information of readers wishing to write them.

Humane societies interested in affiliating with The HSUS with the
objective of strengthening and improving both local and national
humane work are invited to write
to the Director of Field Services,
The Humane Society of the United
States, 1145 Nineteenth St., N.W.,
Washington, D. C. 20036.
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New England Society Wins Praise
People of small vision have allowed such an abyss to develop between
humane societies and anti-vivisection societies that seldom the two kinds
of organizations are in agreement on how to achieve protection for laboratory animals. Recent action by the New England Anti-Vivisection
Society shows that enlightened societies can help throw a bridge over
the gap between these two wings of the humane movement. The New
England society has endorsed the Rogers-]avits bill and is throwing its
considerable strength and prestige into the campaign for that legislation.
The society justly deserves high praise for its action and The HSUS joins
Cleveland Amory in his letter of congratulations which is reproduced
below.

Hon. George R. Farnum
President
New England Anti-Vivisection Society
9 Park Street
Boston, Mass.

Dear George,
May I congratulate you on what. I believe to be not only
your wisdom and foresight but also your great courage ·in
being the first to break the hidebound line which has hitherto
prevented anti-vivisection societies from taking any practical
part in the present step-by-step effort to alleviate laborator,y
conditions. I know well what a large part these societies
have played in the past and I do not belittle their efforts
in the Slightest. I know well, also, the avalanche which will
now descend on your head. And I know, finally, that the RogersJavits Bill is not perfect. But, even stronger than these
beliefs is~ firm belief that only by working together and
giving in to compromise, which is the ver,y essence of politics
and law, will we accomplish agrthing for the millions of
animals in laboratories. I have said before and I Shall say
again that all of us are, or at least should be in our hearts,
anti-vivisectionists. But the fact remains that there are
among us .so many who are, in their heads, vivisectionis.ts that
they have forgotten their hearts. You, sir, in ~ opinion have
not forgotten your heart but have, in this desperate crisis,
kept your head--for the good of all.

I salute you.
With be.st personal regards,

Cleveland Amory
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Lesson to be Learned
From Tie-up of Rodeo
Bill in Pennsylvania
Legislation introduced in the Pennsylvania legislature to outlaw pain-producing devices used in rodeos is dying
because its sponsor feels the opposition
is too great for the legislation to pass.
The bill, HB 987, was not reported
out of the Judiciary Committee to which
it was referred even though national,
state, and local humane societies supported it strongly. The HSUS, for example, had repeatedly urged its members
in the state to support the bill. Other
animal welfare organizations like Animal Friends, Inc., of Pittsburgh, worked
very hard to develop statewide support
for the measure.
The most effective opposition to
HB 987 came from horsemen's associations which claimed that the proposed
law would ban all horse shows and infringe upon the individual's right to
own and use horses. Farmers and livestock associations also opposed the
measure on the grounds that the electric
prod with which cattle and other livestock are moved would be outlawed. In
fact, however, the bill would not do
either of these two things.
The HSUS believes the lesson to be
learned from this case is that bills introduced to stop rodeo cruelties should
concentrate exclusively on outlawing use
of the bucking strap. This type of legislation will not provoke needless opposition from livestock and horsemen's
associations that are not affected, in any
event. At the same time, an anti-bucking
strap law would mean the end of the
bucking horse contests, without which
there would be no· rodeo.
Copies of a model anti-bucking strap
law are available upon request from
The HSUS Field Service Department.
Humane societies· and humanitarians
who are working to have bills affecting
rodeos introduced in state legislatures
are urged to discuss their proposals with
The HSUS before introduction.

Florida Investigation
Indicates Unlicensed
Dealers Still Thrive
The HSUS has just investigated an
animal compound in Tarpon Springs,
Fla., where animals were reportedly
being kept under suspicious circumstances.
The investigator, Field Service Director Frank McMahon, could not legally
enter the property but he was able to
determine that 30 to 40 dogs were being
held in a shed with an outside run.
Other dogs were chained around the
property which was sealed off with a
high chain-link fence and locked gates.
There also was a house trailer but no
one seemed to be there to care for the
animals.
McMahon questioned neighbors and
one person who had been able to gain
access to the trailer and found that the
trailer housed from 50 to 55 cages, each
containing several or more cats. He
also uncovered that trucks arrive on the
property under cover of darkness, some
delivering dogs and cats and others removing them.
Further, he learned that a station
wagon of the Tarpon Springs Zoo (an
unlicensed laboratory animal supplier
that allegedly deals only in primates and
is therefore not subject to Public Law
89-544) had been seen on the property.
The case was reported to the Jacksonville office of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. HSUS was informed that
USDA would assign an investigator to
determine whether an illegal laboratory
animal supply business was being operated from the animal compound.
Investigation of the case was provoked
by just one of many reports that The
HSUS receives weekly of dealers operating illegally and in defiance of Public
Law 89-544. The Society is convinced
that many such illegal dealers are thriving and that lack of adequate appropriations have seriously hampered USDA
efforts. Lacking enforcement powers
itself, however, The HSUS has no choice
but to refer such complaints to USDA.

Plight of Everglades Wildlife
Largely Ignored by Authorities
An HSUS investigation has confirmed
charges that thousands of deer and other
wildlife are starving in the Florida Everglades. The investigation also has revealed that the plight of the animals has
been largely ignored by federal and
state authorities.
As far back at 1948, the U.S. Department of the Interior reported that too
little water was the major problem in
the Everglades. At the time, state
authorities called in the Army Corps of
Engineers to build dikes, dams, and
water control flues. The Corps is still on
the job, its bureaucratic and systematic
construction work a grave danger to
wildlife and the entire area.
In October and November, 1968, the
Corps pumped water into a dry area
of the Everglades just south of Lake
Okeechobee. The pumping was followed
by a heavy rainfall and the water level
rose to nearly five feet. The deer herd,
already diminished from 9,000 in 1960
to 2,500, was forced to flee to the remaining high, dry mounds of land known
as "hummocks." The animals began to
starve to death as there was little food
on the hummocks.
In spite of the dwindling herd and
this further serious threat, the Florida
Game Commission allowed the hunting
season to open on November l. Hunters
killed between 500 and 1,000 deer before
public opinion forced the Game Commission to close the area to hunting.
Claims by hunters that it was better to
hunt and kill the deer than to let them
starve to death were denied by the fact
that mostly healthy deer were being
killed.
In his January, 1970 investiga·
tion, HSUS Field Service Director
Frank McMahon surveyed the area
along the Tamiami Trail and deep
into the Everglades. He confirmed
the reports of grave danger to wildlife and said that "the devastation
was dramatized by the sight of
flocks of buzzards and other scavengers circling the flooded area."
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The HSUS has urged that food be
rushed to starving wildlife but authori·
ties maintain that it is an impossible
job because the animals are scattered in
small groups over the entire 682 square
miles of the Everglades. The crisis for
this year seems to be diminishing but
the Society will continue its efforts to
find a solution before 1971.
One optimistic note is that an
amendment has been proposed in
Congress to delete $10 million from
the Public Works Appropriations
Bill. The deletion would force the
Army Corps of Engineers to halt its
construction work until a satisfactory solution is found to the Everglades water problem. The amendment was introduced by Senator
Gaylord Nelson who said that he
was taking the action to "prevent
destruction of the Everglades National Park in Florida."
Humanitarians wishing to help may
write to Senator Nelson, Senate Office
Bldg., Washington, D. C. 20510 and
congratulate him for his work to preserve the Everglades.

Early Start Vital for
Campaigns for Easter
Chick Laws to Succeed
Every year, in the season just before
Easter, The HSUS hears from humane
societies and people who want to ban
the sale of chicks, ducklings, and other
infant animals as pets for children. It
is then, of course, usually too late to
get legislative action for the imminent
Easter season.
The Society therefore recommends
that humane organizations and interested persons initiate now a campaign
to stop the Easter chick sales. Legislation against this traffic in small animals
is already in effect in over 15 states
and well over 100 communities.

NHEC Readies Humane
Education Guides for
National Distribution
Dr. Richard E. Walther, Director of
Education for The National Humane
Education Center, has developed three
new teacher guides in a series that i~
aimed at inculcating humane attitudes
in children while developing learning
skills.
The series is called Teacher PETS
(Programmed Exemplary Teaching Series) and has been successfully tested
among nearly 2,000 teachers and others
concerned with the education of children.
The new additions to the series have
been developed around Kindness Club
leaflets. For the second grade, there is
a language arts guide which develops
listening skills based on the leaflet,
"Good Kind Lion." For the third and
fourth grade levels, the pamphlet, "You
and the Fish," is used as a tool in creative writing. Also at the same grade
level, the pamphlet, "You and Your
Pet," is used in a guide that develops
listening skill.
Each of these new guides, prepared
for use in elementary schools, has a
vocabulary builder, performance oriented objectives, and an evaluation test.
Single copies of the guides are free of
charge.
Dr. Walther also reports that the
Center now has five part-time writers
working on additional educational projects. Further, The NHEC and The
Kindness Club jointly will have an exhibit booth at the American Association
of School Administrators national conference in Atlantic City, N. ]., on February 14-18. The Atlantic County Humane
Society will assist as hosts at the booth.
All educational materials developed
by The NHEC may be ordered directly
from The Humane Society of the United
States, Washington, D. C. 20036.

The Lyondolf Fund
Because The HSUS constantly strains its treasury to fight
cruelty to animals in many different places, we almost always
need help to keep the general operating fund solvent. But this
month we want to urge humanitarians to consider giving to
the Lyondolf Fund, a special fund that is used 100 percent to
create and distribute humane education materials. Not a penny
of money from this fund is used to pay salaries, rent, postage,
office supplies, or other administrative expense.
The Lyondolf Fund was created by Mrs. John Landolfe and
her late husband, of Port Chester, N. Y. It is in part memorial
to Mrs. Landolfe's deceased sister, Miss Joan A. Lyons.
Mr. and Mrs. Landolfe initiated the Fund with a generous
gift that was a large part of their life savings. Mrs. Landolfe
contributes to the Fund frequently and substantially. Other
humanitarians have also given gifts for this special purpose
over the years.
The Lyondolf Fund has financed such materials as television
"spot" slides about surplus animal breeding, used by about 200
stations and seen by millions of people; animated television
"spots" on the same subject; two color-sound filmstrips that are
used extensively in schools and in the meetings of women's
clubs, civic organizations and by leaders of Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts.
The HSUS is currently planning production of additional
material of this kind to awaken the public to some of the
many forms of injustice and exploitation to which animals
are subjected.
If you are the kind of person who likes to know that contributed money goes wholly and immediately into humane education that gets results., send a gift today for the Lyondolf Fund.
The coupon below will tell us of your wishes.

The Humane Society of the United States
1145 Nineteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036
Enclosed is $ ________________________ ,
I request that $ ________________________ of this gift be put into the Lyondolf
Fund and used for humane education materials. The balance may
be used for the regular programs of The HSUS.
NAME _____________________________________________________ -------------------------------------------------

Is your society in financial difficulty? If so, write to The HSUS
for helpful material on fundraising.

STREET--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CITY, STATE_ ___________________________________________________ ZIP CODE_ __________________ _
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Animal Seizure Forces Multiple Activities
Win Canadian Struggle Spread Utah Branch
The HSUS went to Canada on Decem- Influence Statewide
ber 9, 1969 to help the Ontario Humane
Society fight an animal seizure bill.
Frank McMahon, Director of Field
Services, appeared before the Standing
Committee on Health of the Canadian
Parliament and urged that the measure
not be adopted. He testified that animal
seizure laws in the United States had
produced a loss of public confidence in
animal control programs and a similar
situation would certainly develop in
Canada.
McMahon also said that animal owners, not wanting to be responsible for
sending animals to laboratories, will not
report strays to authorities and will
abandon animals on the roadside and
in the streets rather than turn them in.
He urged that Committee members
not be deceived by claims that research
would suffer if the bill were not passed,
pointing out that relatively few impounded animals are claimed by research facilities in the United States
where such laws are in effect. In any
event, McMahon stressed, the average
animal in a humane society or public
animal shelter is not suitable for research purposes.
Similar testimony was given by General Manager T. I. Hughes of the
Ontario Humane Society. Mr. Hughes
had requested HSUS help in fighting the
proposed law.
Despite these strong efforts, however,
the bill was reported favorably out
of Committee. The HSUS has therefore
recommended to the Ontario Humane
Society to consider testing the constitutionality of the act in a court of law.

Utah Branch influence is increasing
across the state as Branch work expands
in scope and depth.
The Branch reports a very successful
year in 1969 with many gains in the
battle for animal protection. The activities included visits to elementary and
secondary schools with talks and showings of the film, My Dog, the Teacher.
Thousands of children were reached with
the message of kindness and made aware
of the responsibilities of pet ownership.
The Branch's continuing investigative
work saved many animals from suffering
and received much publicity that has
helped to educate the public to legal
requirements for proper care and treatment of animals. Also, Branch officials
have been working on revision of the
state anti-cruelty laws to strengthen and
improve them.
Beginning in September, monthly distribution was started of 30-second public service announcements to radio
stations throughout the state. The prerecorded tapes include reports on the
Branch shelter operation and other aspects of humane work. They are expected to increase membership in the
Branch and support for humane work
generally.
The Branch has also been helping
local authorities with animal control
problems. In Price-Carbon county, for
example, meetings have been held with
local humanitarians and County Commissioners to help get a new animal
shelter started. The possibility of establishing an HSUS Chapter in the area is
also being explored.

HSUS action in the case is part of
the Society's continuing fight against
animal seizure proposals.
The Society has campaigned against
animal seizure proposals in many communities and states including Kansas
City, Mo.,. Ithaca, N.Y., California,
Maryland, and West Virginia.

Education of children in humane
attitudes offers the real hope for
propagation of the humane philosophy. Help by organizing a
Kindness Club in your own area.
Write for details to The Kindness
Club, National Humane Education
Center, Waterford, Virginia 22190.
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NHEC Classes Filling
Rapidly; Register Now
Courses of instruction in animal shelter and humane society operation scheduled for 1970 at The National Humane
Education Center are filling rapidly.
Humane workers wanting to take this
valuable course should register now.
There are still some vacancies for the
next class which will be held on March
6, 7, and 8.
Ten major subjects will be covered
in these courses. There will be a discussion of the purpose, function, policies
and programs of humane societies and
animal shelters. There will be an indepth examination of laws and local
government as they affect animal rescue
and control work. There will be instruction on how to conduct cruelty investigations and on the principles of evidence
and prosecution.
Lengthy sessions on animal care and
field operations are planned. Instruction
will include principles of humane care
and treatment, euthanasia, cleaning and
sanitation, first aid for injured animals,
and recommended vehicles, equipment,
and rescue techniques.
Instruction will also be given on office
procedures, personnel policies, membership records, employee training, bookkeeping, and maintaining accurate animal records. Further scheduled are
sessions on public education, publicity,
and public relations.
Much interest is being shown in the
advanced course in leadership a,nd executive management scheduled for April
23-27. This course, first of its kind,
will concentrate on advanced humane
society programs.
The course is aimed at developing
leaders and managers with the ability,
know-how, initiative, and dedication to
advance local humane work along a
broad front to strengthen the entire
movement.
Write without delay for more details
to Miss Phyllis Wright, Executive Director, The National Humane Education
Center, Waterford, Virginia 22190.

Hickel Yields to Cattle Barons
But Provol{es Strong Opposition
From Animal Welfare Societies
On November 25, 1969, Secretary of
the Interior Walter J. Hickel announced
that public land grazing fees will remain
the same throughout 1970. The statement indicated that the Department of
the Interior had yielded to pressure from
cattle and other livestock interests not
to raise grazing fees.
The announcement provoked a storm
of protest from The HSUS and other
humane societies and concerned organizations. Just over a year ago, the Bureau
of the Budget had announced an increase in grazing fees in annual increments over a ten year period. The
announced objective was to reach a fair
market value of forage grazed by cattle
on public lands by 1978.
The grazing on public lands is closely
related to actions taken by the federal
government against certain species of
wildlife. For example, The HSUS was
forced to bring suit against the Department of the Interior to prevent slaughter
of 200 mustangs in the Pryor Mountain
range of Montana and Wyoming. The
Department, yielding to livestock and
hunting interests, had claimed that the
range would not support the mustang
herd.
HSUS investigation, however, revealed that the underlying reason for
the Department's initial decision to destroy the mustangs was so that the range
could be opened to Big Horn sheep
which would, of course, be hunted.
The same cattle barons and
vested interests that pressured the
Department of the Interior into its
decision against the wild mustangs
continue to trap and destroy mustangs and other wildlife on land
that belongs to the public and is
leased by the U.S. Government.
The problem is widespread throughout the country. The Department of the
Interior and the Agriculture Forest
Service jointly manage and lease 262

million acres of public lands. This vast
acreage is leased to less than 35,000
individuals with an approximate return
to the government of $8 million. Even
though these lands actually belong to the
taxpaying public, humanitarians and
conservationists are constantly at war
with the Department of the Interior to
protect species of wildlife that live on
the land.
The HSUS has urged Secretary
Hickel to reconsider his moratorium on the increase in grazing
fees and follow the schedule of increased fees established in 1968.
The Society is also urging that
money received from leasing the
262 million acres be used to benefit
public land through re-seeding and
re-foresting programs.
Also, The HSUS is urging that a cabinet level post be established as a Department of Animal Welfare and Wildlife to
set up safeguards for proper administration and handling of wildlife and other
animals on public lands.

Drive for Tule Elk
Protection Gaining
Ground in Congress
The drive to gain protection for the
rare and endangered Tule Elk has
gained considerable ground with introduction in Congress of a number of bills
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to study the feasibility of a national
wildlife refuge to preserve the species.
The most noteworthy of these bills is
S. 3028, introduced by Senator Alan
Cranston of California. It is now pending before the U.S. Senate Committee
on Commerce.
The HSUS California Branch has
been especially active in the campaign
to help the Tule Elk. Working closely
with the Committee for the Preservation
of the Tule Elk, the Branch has asked
Governor Reagan to establish a new
policy for preservation of this species
and of all native wildlife.
In view of the introduction of the
Cranston and other bills in Congress, it
is expected that state authorities will
take a closer look at the situation and
the demands of the HSUS Branch and
the Committee for the Preservation of
the Tule Elk.

The Tule Elk is smallest of the remaining elk species. Only about 300
are in existence Incredibly, hunting Tule Elk is still permitted.
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Protests to Alabama
Officials Help Stop
Cruel Coon Contests

Imaginative Humane
Education Concept
Succeeding in West

Minnesota Regulates
Snowmobiles; Branch
Activities Helped

Protests to Alabama authorities allowing coon-on-a-log contests have resulted
in a new ruling by the state Attorney
General and an investigation by the
Department of Conservation.
The new ruling makes future coon-ona-log and similar events illegal if the
animal is tormented in any way. Assurance has been given by the Department
of Conservation that an animal can be
tormented "without ever being physically contacted by another animal such
as a dog." It is expected, therefore, that
no future contests will be held since
conservation officers will be on hand and
the contests stopped if the raccoons are
tormented.
The Alabama legislature does not
meet again until 1971, but at that time
legislation to stop coon contests will be
introduced.
Governor Albert Brewer and Attorney
General McDonald Gallion have won
praise from humanitarians and humane
societies for their enlightened response
to protests. The protests came from the
Alabama Federation of Humane Societies, the Birmingham Humane Society,
The HSUS, and hundreds of humanitarians who read about the coon cruelty
in articles by correspondent James Free
in the Birmingham News.

A bold new concept of humane education revolving around a modern Humane
Education Center is succeeding beyond
expectations in Novato, Cal. The Center
and program, which is executed in close
cooperation with the local school system,
is run by The HSUS-affiliated Humane
Society of Marin County under the leadership of HSUS President Mel L. Morse.
Nearly 5,000 children have visited the
Center since the program began. The
children have come from private and
parochial schools and from schools for
the physically and mentally handicapped. Camp Fire Girls, Boy and Girl
Scouts, and other junior organizations
have come to see the animals and listen
to talks on pet care and kindness.
The Center has also become a focal
point for teaching and studies of conservation extending beyond animals to
the problems of water and air pollution
and the proper use of our forests and
land. Teachers, parents, students, and
conservation-minded persons are being
encouraged to participate in talks, meetings and discussions relating to these
and other important subjects. It is
hoped that this program will add effectively to the growing public awareness
of the need to protect the natural
environment.

Activities of The HSUS Minnesota
Branch have helped produce legislation
regarding the use of snowmobiles in that
state.
The activities included campaigns
against the deliberate chasing and running down of foxes and coyotes to death
and similar abuse to big game animals.
The latter species, often close to starvation in northern states toward the end
of winter, are sometimes left physically
exhausted and close to death after laboring through deep snow to elude curiosity
seekers.
HSUS Branch officials, seeing the
snowmobile as a serious threat to wildlife, have been working to regulate its
use. Other humane organizations and
conservation groups have also been involved in the struggle. Regulations have
been issued now by the Minnesota Conservation Department that include the
registration of all such vehicles and a
prohibition against driving, chasing,
harassing, or running down "any protected or unprotected wild animals."
About 100,000 · snowmobiles are
owned by Minnesotans and the effect
of the regulations is expected therefore
to be widespread. It is also expected
that other states will soon folio~ Minnesota's lead.

LABORATORY ANIMAL PROTECTION BILLS
You will be greatly helping the campaign for legal protection of laboratory animals by writing the following
influential authorities urging that public hearings on laboratory animal legislation be held promptly:
Congressman Harley 0. Staggers, Chairman, House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, Washington, D. C.
20515. (The Rogers bill, H.R. 12286, is pending before this Committee.)
Senator Ralph W. Yarborough, Chairman, Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee, Washington, D. C. 20510.
(The Javits bill, S. 2446 is pending before this Committee.)
Senator Warren G. Magnuson, Chairman, Senate Commerce Committee, Washington, D. C. 20510. (The Young
bill, S. 3221, is pending before this Committee.)
Congressman W. R. Poage, Chairman, House Committee on Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 20515. (The Whitehurst
bill, H.R. 13957, is pending before this Committee.)
President Richard M. Nixon, The White House, Washington, D. C.
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